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failing strength, loss of appetite and of sleep, &c.; but there
are other less obvious but more important ones. Before
death a man's disposition, as well as his constitution, entirely
alters: if he has been sweet-tempered (the most admired of
all virtues amongst Indians), he now becomes irritable, and
if formerly irritable, he is now good-tempered.
A still clearer sign is that the different gods inhabiting
a man's body take their leave. Their absence can be at once
detected: if a man puts his fingers to his ears and hears no
buzzing inside his head, that is a distinct token that the god
reigning over the ears (Vayu) has departed from him; in the
same way, there are tests to see if the god of the eyes (Surya),
of the nose (AsvinI Kumara), of the hands (Indra), of the
feet (Visnu), and of the mind (Candra) have all left their
thrones.
Another sign that tells a man death is at most but six
months off is, that when he looks at the sky at night, though
to others it is plain, yet he himself cannot distinguish Arundhatl
(one of the seven starsl of the great Bear, and the wife of the
great sage Vasistha).
Further, when a man who is about to die goes to bed, he
dreams that he is embracing dead bodies, or putting on
a garland of red flowers, or travelling southward toward the
abode of the god Yama; or that he has no clothes on, or is
perhaps besmeared with oil.
Another way of ascertaining whether death is threatening
a man, of any member of his household, is for the head of the
family to stand right out in the marvellous Indian moonlight
and examine his shadow. First he looks at the throat of the
shadow cast on the ground, and then, repeating a mantra, gazes
at the sky, where he will see the shadowy outlines of a huge
figure* If this figure lack the right hand, his brother's death
is near; if the left hand be missing, his own wife's death is
foretold; but if the figure cast on the sky be a headless one.
1 Alcor.